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PREFATORY NOTE „ 

In placirig' this' wtfrb' before "tlie Public, I 
desire to express my great indebtedness to 
Brahma-s'ri Pandit S. Subrahmanya S'astriyar, 
F.T.S., who very kindly undertook the arduous 
task of editing the work. While engaged in 
examining certain manuscripts in the Adyar 
Library in connection with the editing of 
some other work, he chanced to light upon 
a Telugu manuscript on cadjan leaves dealing 
with the subject of Music. With his experi- 
enced and critical eye, he saw at once that 
he had unearthed a valuable find, throwing 
considerable light on the system of seventy- 
two Meludhikura-s in relation to the illustrative 
Lahsana-gUa-s which had not been quite un- 
known, at least in parts, to the great musicians 
of southern India. In his biography, written 
in Tamil, of Maha-vaidya-natha S'ivan, Maha- 
mahopadhySya Dr. V. Svami-natha Ayyar has 
referred to the fact that this great musician 
was conversant with the Samgraha-cud'S,-mani 


and had made full use of it. Some pupils of 
his had made copies from his manuscript. 
The S'ihgaracaryulu Brothers had published 
the Laksana-gUa portion only in the collection 
of Musical Works published by them ; but 
the work as a whole does not seem to have 
been published so far, although a Xelugu 
tenslation seems to have been current in the 
Andhra country. This want is now supplied 
by the devoted labours of Brahma-s'ri Pandit 
S. Subrahmanya S'astriyar who transcribed 
with, his own hand the whole of the original 
manuscript written in Telugu script into one 
in Nagari characters, compared it with avail- 
able manuscripts, made the necessary correc- 
tions and saw the work through the Press at 
every stage. It is a very great pleasure to 
tender my most grateful thanks to Mr. S'astriyar 
for undertaking this labour of love and en- 
abling the Adyar Library to place this hitherto 
unpublished work before lovers of Music 
throughout the country. 


The Adyar Library, 
The Theosophical Society, 
Uth July, 1938 


G. Srinivasa Murti, 
Honorary Director. 


INTRODUCTION 

Guam vadyam tatha nrtyam trayam samgitam 
ucyate” says S'arnga-deva, the author of the 
bamgita-ratnakara. The word, “ Taurya- 
trika,” in Samskrt denotes the triple symphony 
of song, instrumental music and dance and 
refers to Samgita as defined by S'arhga-deva. 
In accordance with this notion, S'arhga-deva, 
in his treatise on music referred to above, 
devotes the seven chapters of his work to a 
detailed consideration of these three Ahga-s 
(components) of music. Hence it follows, that 
music, shorn of any one of these components 
IS no music at all. Still, the term is applied in 
common parlance to denote, either song or 
instrumental music, to the exclusion of dance, 
which is composed of all the three elements! 
Of these, Gita is composed of Nada (sounds) 
and Aksara-s (the musical composition, made 
up of words), as propounded by Locana 
landita, jn his Raga-tarahgini : “ Dhatu- 
matu-samayuktani gitam ity ucyate budhaih ; 


Tatra nadatmako dhatur matur aksara- 
sambhavah 

Although the term, ‘ Gita is, according to 
tradition, considered strictly applicable to that 
variety of composition, known as Salaga-suda, 
still, by common consent, anything that is 
sung is recognized as a Gita, in accordance 
with the construction, “ Glyata iti gitam 
The term, ‘ Vadya ’, comprises stringed instru- 
ments, such as the Vina, drum-instruments, 
such as the Mrdahga, bell-metal-instruments, 
such as cymbals, and pipe-instruments, such 
as the flute. The various kinds of instruments, 
comprised under Vadya, are set forth in detail 
in the chapter on the same subject in the 
Samgita-ratnakara. Under the term, Nrtya, 
are comprised Abhinaya-s (gesticulations), 
through the various glances, poses and move- 
ments, of the eyes, hands and feet respectively, 
so as to express the various sentiments and 
dispositions underlying the import of the 
Sahitya-s (composition) of the Gita-s and alsO' 
dancing to the accompaniment of time in 
keeping with the Psta-s (conventional symbols 
indicative of time). With a view to include 
all these Ahga-s as components of Samgita 


(music), Bharata says, that Brahma, when 
engaged in the creation of Samgita, extracted 
these aspects of it from the four Veda-s, in the 
following passages : “ Jagraha pathyam rg- 
vedat samabhyo gitam eva ca ; Yajur-vedad 
abhinayan rasan atharvanad api S'arhga- 
deva, in his Samgita-ratnakara, deals with one 
aspect of this, when he says: “ Sama-vedad 
idatn gitam sarnjagraha pita-mahah 

In this connection, the relation between 
Sama-vcda and Gita may be noted. Bharata, 
the first writer on music and S'arhga-deva, a 
later writer, both of them have pitched upon 
the Svara-s of the Sama-veda alone as the 
S'uddha-svara-s. As the Sama-veda, as tradi- 
tionally handed down, still continues to prevail 
in the same form, even today, as it was 
originally chanted, on . close scrutiny of the 
chanting of that Veda, it will be noticed that the 
notes, ga - - Ri - - Sa - - ni - - Dha - - Pa - - , 
beginning from the Tara-sthana, down to the 
Madhya-sthana, which correspond to the 
Prathama, Dvitlya, Trtiya, Caturtha, Mandra 
and Ati-svarya of the technique of the Sama- 
vedin-s, are in the descending order and that 
sometimes, when the ga - - is uttered, ma, which 
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corresponds to the Krusta of Sama-vedin-s, 
also occux's in it in Gainaka. When the 
seven notes are reduced to the same Sthana, 
say the Madhya-sthana, 1, 10/9, 32/27, 4/3, 
3/2, 5/3, 16/9 and 2 will indicate the ratios 
of the number of vibrations of Sa, Ri, ga, 
ma. Pa, Dha, ni and Sa, as recognized 
by Acoustics. The means to be adopted 
by musicians not conversant with the laws 
of sound, to ascertain the S'uddha-svara-s 
detailed above, is as follows; In a stringed 
instrument provided with two strings, one of 
them producing the ' Sa ’ note and the other 
the ‘ ma,’ when struck, it will be found that ‘ Ga ’ 
and ‘ Pa ’ occur as overtones, along with and 
above the fundamental ^ Sa,’ and similarly, 

‘ Dha’ and ‘ Sa ’ as overtones in the case of the 
fundamental ‘ma’. The ‘Dha’ obtained as 
overtone of the fundamental ‘ma’ is known 
as the S'uddha-dhaivata. The Svara obtained 
from the S'uddha-dhaivata by Sadja-madhya- 
ma-bhava, will be the S^uddha-risabha. The 
Svara obtained from the S'uddha-madhyama 
in the same way, will be the S‘uddha-nisada, 
which, dealt with in the same way in its turn, 
will yield the S^uddha-gaindhara. In this 
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manner will the seven S'uddha-svara-s of the 
Sama-veda be obtained. The interval between 
the S'uddha-gamdhara and the S'uddha-nnadh- 
yama, between the S'uddha-madhyama and 
the S'uddha-pancama, andbetw'een the S'uddha- 
nisada and the S'uddha-sadja, will be found 
to be 9/8 (major tone). So also the interval 
between the S'uddha-sadja and the S'uddha- 
risabha, and between the S'uddha-pancama 
and the S'uddha-dhaivata, will be found to be 
10/9 (minor tone) ; the interval between the 
S'uddha-risabha and the S'uddha-garndhara, 
and between the S'uddha-dhaivata and the 
S'uddha-nisada, will be 16/15 (diatonic semi- 
tone). These will be respectively the Catuh- 
s'ruti, the Tri-s'ruti and the Dvi-s'ruti inter- 
vals. 

By adopting the above, it will be found, 
that there are twenty-two S'ruti-s (inter- 
vals) in an octave.^ Those not conver- 
sant with the above scientific calculations 
have all along been maintaining that the 
twenty-two S'ruti-s are of equal intervals. This 

^ The slogan of the upholders of the traditional theory of twenty- 
two Sruti-s is : “ Catus' catus^ catus' caiva sadja-madhyama-panca- 
mah ; Dve dve nisjTda-garpdharau tris trl risabha-dhaivatau.’* 
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view is at variance with the conclusions arriv- 
ed at by the application of the laws of 
Acoustics. By broadly dividing the intervals 
of an octave into twelve equal divisions, as 
adopted in western musical instruments, we 
may reconcile such divisions with the system 
obtaining in Indian music, to some extent. 
Without recognizing fifty-three equal intervals 
in an octave, we cannot hug the theory of 
equal intervals and at the same time success- 
fully demonstrate its possible application to 
Indian music. It may be noted, in this con- 
nection, that nine intervals will be indicative 
of the major tone, similarly eight intervals 
will be indicative of the minor tone, and five 
intervals of the diatonic semitone, if the above 
system of fifty-three equal intervals is adopted, 
Aho-bala, the author of the Samgita-parijata 
(written about three-hundred and fifty years 
ago), when dealing with the question of 
twenty-two SWi-s in the following stanzas : 

“ Kes'agra-vyavadhanena bahvyo ’pi s'rutayah 
s'ritah ; Vinayam ca tatha gatre samgita-jnani- 
nam mate. Madhye purvottarabaddha-vina- 
yam gatra eva va ; ^adja-pancama-bhavena 
s'rutir dva-viips'atim jaguh,” has not under- 
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stood the twenty-two S'ruti-s to be of equal 
intervals, as he advocates the application of 
Sadja-pahcama-bhava in fixing the intervals. 
It is this Aho-bala, that has determined, for 
the first time, the length-value of Svara-s on the 
strings of a Vina, among writers on Indian 
music. By adopting his method we arrive at 
the following result : Chandovatl 1, Dayavatl 
256/243, Ranjani 16/15, Ratika 10/9, Raudri 
9/8, Krodha 32/27, Vajrika 6/5, Prasarini 5/4, 
Priti 81/64, Marjani 4/3, Ksiti 45/32, Rakta 
64/45, Samdipani 40/27, AlSpini 3/2, Madanti 
128/81, RohinT 8/5, Ramya 5/3, Ugra 27/16, 
Ksobhini 16/9, Tivra 9/5, Kumudvatl 15/8, 
Manda 243/128 and Chandovati 2. 

The S'uddha-svara-s above mentioned belong 
to the $adja-grama. The Madhyama-grama 
prevalent in ancient times had, for its Paficama, 
the ratio of 40/27, while it resembled the 
Sadja-grama in every other respect. The 
Pancama of that Grama will be recognized 
only as a Tivratama-madhyama in modern 
times and not as Pancama at all. This, in a 
way, affords scope- for considering the Prati- 
madhyama as having had its sanction in 
ancient usage. With the seven S'uddha-svara-s 
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and some of the Vikrta-svara-s as their basis, 
the Grama-raga-s and the Des'i-raga-s have 
been developed by S'arhga-deva, in accord 
with the Gita-s of his time. 

The several features detailed above are 
considered by ancient writers, as borne out b\' 
the Samgita-ratnakara, to be essential for a 
complete system of music. But most of the 
works of later writers, such as the Svara-mela- 
kala-nidhi of Ramamatya (about 1550 a.d.), 
the Raga-vibodha of Soma-natha (about 
1608 A.D.) and the Catur-dandi-prakasdka of 
Vefikata-makhin (about 1637 a.d.), deal only 
with Raga-s and their fundamentals, devoting 
no attention to the other aspects. They 
recognize only the following notes as S'uddha- 
svara-s, which, when worked out, bear the 
following ratios in an octave ; 1, 256/243, 9/8, 
4/3, 3/2, 128/81, 27/16 and 2 and they are being- 
followed ever since in Karnatic music, in 
doing so, they have unconscionably committed 
the mistake of attributing the characteristics 
of the S'uddha-svara-s of Bharata and S'arnga- 
deva to the S'uddha-svara-s adopted by them, 
a position which, on the very face of it, is 
absurd.- This leads to the anamoly of naming 
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9/8 as S'uddha-gamdhara or PaRca-s'ruti- 
risabha, and 27/16 as S'uddha-nisada or 
Panca-s'ruti-dhaivata. Students of the Catur- 
dandi-prakas'ika will not fail to note the error 
involved in the nomenclature. 

Hrdaya-narayana, the author of two works 
on music, the Hrdaya-kautuka and the 
Hrdaya-prakas'a (about 1666 a.d.) observes 
as follows : Sva-sva-s'esa-s'rutim tyaktva yada 
risabha-dhaivatau ) Glyete munibhih sarvais 
tada tau komalau matau,” meaning that 
the Risabha and the Dhaivata, when sung 
in the second S'ruti instead of the third, 
which is their proper place, will respectively 
yield the Komala-risabha and the Komala- 
dhaivata, thereby forestalling in a way the use 
of these S'ruti-s in the Todi- andthe Maya- 
malava-gaula- raga-s of Karnatic music. From 
this it will be apparent, that alone among 
medieval writers, he seems to have caught a 
glimpse of the S'uddha-svara-s of old, that had 
been eclipsed for a long time. ' 

In the Samgrta-sudhS, a work attributed 
to Raghu-natha-nayaka, a ruling Prince of 
Tanjore, but claimed-' by Venkata-makhin 
as composed by his father, the famous 



Govinda-dlksita, the Prime Minister cf the- said 
Prince, which is almost a veritable metrical 
paraphrase, in a refined style, highly critical and 
elaborate, of the Saipgita-ratnakara, mention 
is made of a treatise on music, the Sanigita- 
sara of the famous Vidyaranya (of the 14th 
century). After fully dealing with the Raga-s 
of the Sarngita-ratnakara, Govinda-diksita 
observes, m passing, that most of the said 
Raga-s were not then current and, by way 
of dealing with the Raga-s then in use 
introduces the fifty Raga-s comprised unde; 
the fifteen Mela-s, commencing from Nilta 
and ending with Des'aksi, mentioned in Vidya- 
ranya’s work, with technique and nonmn- 
cature almost corresponding to those of 
Venkata-makhin’s time. This leads to the 
inference that Karnatic music had its origin 

prior to Vidyarapya’s days and posterior to 
those ot Sarhga-deva. 

_As regards the number of groups of Mela- 
raga-s and the number of Raga-s under each 
Mela, different views seem to have prevailed 
after the days of Vidyaranya. Ramamatya 
seems to have held the view that the Des'i- 
raga-s could be brought, either under the 
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twenty Mela-s, commencing from Mukharl 
and ending with Kambhoji, or under the fifteen 
Mela-s ending with Kedara-gaula, while 
Soma-natha held the view that there was 
necessity for twenty Mela-s, commencing from 
Mukharl and ending with Sarahga, for the 
same purpose. Venkata-makhin, in his Catur- 
dandl-prakas'ika, expresses the view, that the 
fifty-five Raga-s mentioned by him could be 
classified under the nineteen Mela-s, commen- 
cing from Mukharl and ending with Kalyani, 
and adds that his Guru, Tanapparya, was the 
author of Gita-s, Alapa-s, Thaya-s and Pra- 
bandha-s, bearing on those Raga-s. The 
opinion held in some quarters, that this Tanap- 
pa is no other than Govinda-diksita, the 
father of Venkata-makhin, is based on a mere 
surmise of a fervid brain, for the simple reason 
that Venkata-makhin himself, in a Gita 
extolling his Guru, Tanappa, merely says that 
he was the son of one Honappa, without 
introducing him as his own father, which he 
would surely have done, should his father have 
ever been known under the alias of Tanappa. 

Venkata-makhin also refers to his having 
set a new Raga, by the name of Sirnha-rava, 
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which, According to his technique, will have the 
Varali-madhyama occurring therein. There 
is a Raga of that name mentioned in the 
Samgita-parijata, but as the Madhyama 
occurring therein is the S'uddha-madhyama, 
that Raga cannot be identical with Venkata- 
makhin s Siniha-rava. From this, we will be 
warranted in assuming that these two writers 
travelled in two different boats and that 
"We should not be misled by mere similarity 
,of names. In the same work, he pro- 
pounds, for the first time, the theory of 
seventy-two Mela-s, which could comprise 
not merely the fifty-five Raga-s then known, 
but also every possible Raga that could be 
devised. 

Venkata-makhin’s system of seventy-two 
Mela-s is recognized in the Samgita-saramrta, 
a work attributed to Raja Tulajaji, one’ of 
the Mahratha Rulers of Tanjore, although that 
mentions only nineteen Mela-s, commencing 
from S'n-raga and ending with Sarahga, as 
comprising the Raga-s then prevalent. It is 
also noteworthy that the Raga-vibodha, as 
well as the Samgita-saramrta, make mention 
of a Svara of the name of S'uddha-madhyama- 




xvu 


gamdhara, as essential for the singing of 
Sarahga-raga, thus affording scope for ; the 
further enlargement of the range of;the, MeI^ 
raga-s. In a later work of the name of Raga- 
laksana, Vehkata-makhin is reported to have 
introduced a system pf nomenclature for his 
seven ty-two M ela-raga-s based on the Ka-ta- 
pa-yadi system of computation, beginning 
from Kanakambari, On to Rasa-manjari, for the 
first time, with the first two syllables serving 
as keys and also composed Gita-s correspond- 
ing to the seventy-two Mela-s and other 
derivative Raga-s. i\.t least one attempt has 
been made to discredit Venkata- makhin’s 
.authorship of this system of Mela-s by a later 
■composer, who seems to have introduced the 
rself-same seventy-two Raga-s including Simha- 
lava with their names, in the same order in a 
Dhrupad, with the Mudra of an ancient North 
Indian composer. But the genuineness of the 
authorship of the Dhrupad cannot be deemed 
■credit-worthy, in the absence of satisfactory 
■evidence. 

In the Sanigita-sainpradaya-pradars'ini, a 
compilation dealing with the Raga-laksana-s 
■of the seventy-two Mela-S: and Janya-s there- 
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under, as well as Gita-s and Tana-s writterr 
and composed by Venkata-makhin, Krti-s of 
Muddu-svami-diksita and other composers 
illustrative of them, there occur two Gita-s 
by Muddu-vehkata-makhin, one in praise of 
the Lord S'iva and the other extoling Raja 
Sahaji, evidently his patron, both of them 
bearing his Mudra. The opinion held in 
some quarters that this Muddu-vehkata- 
makhin is the real author of the Gita-s illus- 
trative of ehkata-makhin’s seventy-twO' 
Mela-s, nay, that it was Muddu-vehkata- 
makhin himself, that was the author of the 
Kaga-laksana,” as well as the nomenclature 
of the Mela-s, commencing from Kanakam- 
bari on to Rasa-manjan, cannot hold water. 
There are only two Gita-s of his with his 
distinctive Mudra and all the other Gita-s 
bear distinctive marks of Vehkata-makhin’s 
authorship, viz., (1) the SVara-s charac- 
terisdc of the Mela given in V^ehkata-makhin’s 
special technique, to denote the varieties of 
Risabha, Gamdh&a, Madhyama, Dhaivata 
and Nisada, (2) the name of the Mela, with 
the mnemonic indicative of its serial number,, 
conventional words indicative of the number 
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of the Cakra and mnemonic symbol indi- 
cative of the number of the Raga in the 
Cakra, (3) the Janya-s thereunder, extant 
in his time, (4) their characteristics and 
their Gita-s separately, and (5) Tana-s illus- 
trative of the Mela or the Janya, as the 
case may be. To characterize these as the 
work of Muddu-vehkata-makhin, who, while 
scrupulously careful to give his Mudra, does 
not even mention the Raga of which it is an 
illustration, much less the other features, 
merely for the reason that in Vehkata- 
makhin’s Glta-s, so elaborately worked 
out and closely following a system, there is 
no Mudra, can at best be described as the 
work of a fertile imagination. 

Before dealing with the Samgraha-cuda- 
mani in relation to its authorship, the date of 
its composition, the part played by it in 
Karnatic music and other noteworthy features, 
a few facts relating to the number of Shuti-s 
and Svara-s recognized in Karnatic music 
may be set forth here. Akalahka, the author 
of the Samgita-sara-samgraha in Telugu, 
written after the days of Venkata- makh in, 
speaks of a Brahma-vina with twenty-four 


S^ruti-s,' gives them distinctive names, picks out 
twelve of them as belonging to what he terms 
the Visnu-vTna and assigning the rest to the 
Rudra-vina, distributes the sixteen S\-ara-s 
now current, among the twelve Sthuna-s of 
the Rudra-vlna. Another Telugu work alst) 
refers to a Brahma-vina of twenty-four SVuti-s, 
with the same distinct names, but it assigns 
the fourteen Mis'ra-sthana-s to the Rudra-vlna 
and the rest to the Visnu-vina and also speaks 
of the twenty-four Shuti-s as corresponding to 
the twenty-four syllables of the Gayat-tri, 
extracted from the four Veda-s and derives the 
names of the seven principal Svara-s of the 
octave, from the 2nd, 6th, 10th, 15th, 21st, 23rd, 
and the 7th syllables of the Gayat-tri, It 
may be remarked, that it would be more 
appropriate, if the 17th and the 20th syllables 
had been chosen by him, instead of the 23rd 
and the 7th. Akalanka developes a system of 
the Mela-kartr-s on the basis of his Rudra- 
vina, very much akin to Venkata-makhin’s 
seventy-two Mela-s, with a nomenclature 


/The slogan of the upholders of the theory of twenty-four 
Sruti-s supported by Akalanka is: -Panca panca catus' caiva 
sadja-pancama-madhyamSh ; Dve dve ni^ada-gaipdharau tris tri 
risabha-dhaivatau . 
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based on the Ka-ta-pa-yadi mode of com- 
putation, with this difference, that whereas 
Venkata-makhin’s Mela-s could be said to be 
full, only when both the Arohana and 
Avarohana are taken together, Akalanka’s 
Mela-kartr-s are full in the Arohana as well 
as the Avarohana. Under the new system 
'devised by him, Akalahka gives the Arohana 
and Avarohana of all the Raga-s prevalent in 
his days, from a scrutiny of which it will be 
seen that most of Venkata-makhin’s Mela-s 
share the fate of Janya-s, and in the place 
of the rest new names appear. 

The Meladhikara-Iaksana, a work in Sain- 
■skrt by an unknown author, gives distinct 
names to the twenty-four Svara-s of the twenty- 
four S'ruti-sthana-s of Akalanka’s Brahma- 
vina and, distributing thirty-four Svara-s over 
the twenty-four Svara-sthana-s, developes a 
system, which would comprise 34 x 34 possible 
combinations for each of the four kinds of 
Madhyama, yielding 34 x 34 x 4 Purna-raga-s. 
Further, it will be interesting to note that 
Vehkata-makhin, who has championed the 
•cause of twenty-two S'ruti-s in an octave, him- 
self makes mention of twenty-four S'ruti-s, in a 


Gita of his, in the Gunda-kriya-raga, wherein 
he gives the names of the seventy-two 
Mela-s of his system. From this, one fact 
becomes clear, vis,, that when he wrote the 
Catur-dan&-prakas'i]va, he seems to have 
clung to the traditional theory of twentv-two' 
S ruti-s in an octave and when he wrote the 
Raga-laksana at a later period, he seems 
to have veered round to the view of at least 
tolerating, if not holding, the other theory of 
twenty-four S'ruti-s. There is room to believe- 
that this IS due to the influence of Akalanka’s 
system based on the twenty-four S'ruti-s. 
The names of the seventy-two Ragahga-s,- 
that constitute the Mela-s, their respective 
UpShga-s or Janya-s and Bhasahga-s or hy- 
brids, as well as their Laksapa-s (delineation, 
of their characteristics) will be found as an 
appendix to the Catur-dandl-prakas'ika, pub- 
lished by the Madras Music Academy. 

The names of the twenty-four S'ruti-s, as 
well as those of their corresponding Svara-s 
according to these works, are given here- 
under, along with their ratios : 256/243 Twra 

Prat,.„ddha-rUabha; 16/15. Kuri^, 
uddha-risabha ; 10/9, Manda, Prati-catnh- 
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s?ruti-risabha or Prati-s'uddha-gamdhara ; 9/8, 
Chandovati, Catuh-s'ruti-risabha or S'uddha- 
gamdhara ; 32/27, Dayavatl, Prati-sat-s'ruti- 
risabha or Prati-sadharana-gamdhara ; 6/5, 
Ranjani, Sat-s'ruti-risabha or Sadharana-garp- 
dhara ; 5/4, Ratika, Praty-antara-gamdhara or 
Praty-antara-risabha ; 81/64, Raudri, Antara- 
gamdhara ; 320/243, Krodha, Cyuta-madh- 
yama-gamdhara ; 4/3, Vajrika, S'uddha- 

madhyama ; 45/32, Prasarinl, Praty-antara- 
madhyama ; 64/45, Priti, Prati-madhyama ; 
* 40/27, Kanta, Cyuta-pancama-madhyama ; 
3/2, Marjani, S'uddha-pancama ; 128/81, Ksiti, 
Prati-s'uddha-dhaivata ; 8/5, Rakta, S'uddha- 
dhaivata ; 5/3, Samdipani, Prati-catuh-s'ruti- 
dhaivata or Prati-s'uddha-nisada ; 27/16, 

Alapini, Catuh-s'ruti-dhaivata or S'uddha- 
nisada ; 16/9, Madanti, Prati-sat-s'ruti-dhaivata 
or Prati-kais'ika-nisada ; 9/5, Rohinl, Sat-s'ruti- 
dhaivata or Kaisdka-nisada ; 15/8, Ramya, 
Prati-kakali-nisada or Prati-kakali-dhaivata ; 
243/128, Ugra, Kakali-nisada ; * 160/81, Uddi- 
pani, Cyuta-sadja-nisada ; and 2, Kso- 
bhinl, S'uddha-sadja, (The reason for the 
asterisk mark will be clear from what is said 
later on.) 


There is reason to believe that Tyaga-raja,, 
the famous composer, was the first to introduce 
Akalahka’s Mela-kartr-s and compose Krti-s 
illustrative of quite a number of them. In the 
cadjan-leaf-manuscript copies of the earliest 
batch of Tyaga-raja’s immediate disciples, the 
names of the Raga-s bearing on Akalahka’s 
nomenclature are given, though in a twisted 
form, e.g., Rakhahapriraya (Khara-hara-pri- 
ya)— Rama ni-samanam evaru etc.”, “ Rakl- 
plya (Kira-vanii)— Kaligi-yunte, etc.”, “ Raratn- 
nijams: (Mara-raSjan!)— Manasa s'ri rama, 
etc. , RukecasTi (C.aru-kes^l^“— -Ada modi 
galade, etc. , as so many code-words, so as to 
preserve their secret character. Muddu-svami- 
diksita, another great composer of Karnatic 
m usic, has not followed Akalahka’s system 
in his compositions, as he has adopted Veh- 
kata-makhin’s ; while S'yama-s'astrin, the 
other stalwart composer has adopted neither 
of these. That the more recent nomenclature 
of Akalahka has been more popular with 
recent composers is also borne out by the fact 
that even in the cadjan-manuscript copies of 
compositions based on Vehkata-makhin’s sys- 
tem, in the hands of the lineal descendants of 
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the famous Muddu-svami-dlksita, Akalanka’s 
Svara-nomenclature has been adopted for 
guidance, e.g., the Catuh-s'ruti-risabha, the 
Prati-madhyama and the Catuh-s'ruti-dhai- 
vata instead of the Panca-s'ruti-risabha, the 
Varali-madhyama or Sat-s'ruti-madhyama, and 
the Pafica-s'ruti-dhaivata. 

The author of this work is Govinda, popu- 
larly known as Govindacarya, to distinguish 
him from his famous namesake, Govinda-dik- 
sita, and does not seem to have been known 
otherwise to fame. Neither his place of 
nativity, nor his antecedents, nor the time when 
he flourished, can be traced with any accu- 
racy, the only clue that his work affords about 
his identity being that he was a staunch devotee 
of S'ri Rama. One striking feature about the 
work is that it seeks to raise itself to the rank 
of a Puranic work, purporting as it does to be 
an episode of the Skanda-purapa, which merely 
indicates the ardour of the author to raise music 
to a high level and invest the work with 
sanctity, a. feature by no means uncommon 
with Indian writers, ancient and modern. 

- x\fter tracing the origin of music to begin- 
ningless time, when the Veda-s began, and 


keeping up the tradition with Brahma as the 
primogenitor of music and taking it down to 
the days of Sarhga-deva, he studiedly avoids 
reference to writers on music, ancient and 
medieval, barring Sfariiga-deva alone, lest 
such reference should detract from the Puran- 
ic cloak, with which he has invested the work, 
forgetting in his zeal that Bharata and Karh- 
ga-deva could not appropriately be transported 
to Puranic antiquity. Thence he plunges 
right into the grammar of SVuti-s, Svara-s, 
Meladhikara-s and Raga-s of Karnatic and 
Des'i music, and in doing so, distinctly moves 
•out of the beaten track and strikes a new path 
■of his own, without at the same time falling 
a victim to a number of blunders committed 
by other writers. He seems to have delved 
deep into works composed even in languages 
other than Samskrt, gathered ideas from vari- 
ous sources and worked out almost a new 
system of his own, which he gave out to the 
world in the form of the Samgraha-cuda-mani 
in Samskrt, the lingua franca of this country 
from time immemorial. 

There is reason to believe that the Raga- 
laksana of Vehkata-makhin was not known to 
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Govinda, as, in the latter’s treatment of the 
newly devised Meladhikara-s, there are twenty- 
six cases not dealt with by Venkata-makhin. 
But, as these twenty-six cases are to be found 
in Akalahka’s list, we may safely conclude 
that Govinda is indebted to Akalahka in the 
matter of names, though he differs from him 
in other essentials. The S'uddha-svara-s of 
the system adopted by Govinda bear the 
following ratios: 1, 16/15, 9/8, 4/3, 3/2, 8/5, 
27/16 and 2. The S'ruti-s adopted hy him 
are the same as Akalahka’s, except the two 
marked with the asterisk, which he has 
omitted ostensibly for the reason that they 
were unsuited as being opposed to the tradi- 
tional view of twenty-two S'ruti-s.^ The 
names of the Svara-s corresponding to 
the twenty-two Sffuti-s accepted by him, have 
been adopted by him as given in the Meladhi- 
kara-laksana, except in one case, viz.^ Cyuta- 

^ If Govinda should have adopted the Sruti bearing 27/20 as its 
ratio, which immediately occurs above the S'uddha-madhyama, 
instead of the SVuti bearing 320/243 as its ratio and occurring 
immediately below the S'uddha-madhyama, he could have avoided 
the charge of his basing his system on ; Akalahka’s twenty-four 
S'ruti’s being levelled against him. The Madras Music Academy 
have arrived at the ratio of 27/20 in their investigation carried out 
independently of Govinda’s system. In all other respects Govinda’ s 
conclusions are in accord with those arrived at by the Academy. 
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madhyama-gamdhara, which he newly desig- 
nates the Prati-s'uddha-madhyama. 

Basing his system on the twenty-two S'ruti-s 
thus chosen by him, and distributing the thirty 
Svara-s among them, he makes mention of the 
possibility of obtaining 26 x 26 Raga-s, for each 
of the four kinds of Madhyama in his work. 
Fixing the position of Sadja and Pancama in 
the frets of the Vina and dealing with the 
twenty other S'ruti-s as ten twins, with a fret for 
each twin, twelve Svara-sthana-s are altogether 
obtained. Distributing sixteen Svara-s among 
the twelve Sthana-s, Govinda obtains 6 x6 
Meladhikara-s, for each of the two Madhyama-s, 
i.e., seventy-two in all, like Venkata-makhin. 

The term Mela, as used by Govinda, has 
quite a different import from what it signified 
when used by his predecessors. It was at 
first used to denote a group of Svara-s, signi- 
fying the type of a particular class of Raga-s 
having some features in common. Answering 
to this description it was Venkata-makhin, 
that elaborated his system of seventy-two 
types of Raga-s. Akalahka seems to have 
formulated a system of Meia-kartr-s based 
on the identical principles of Venkata-makhin, 
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but introducing the requirement of fullness 
in Arohana and Avarohana for his types, re- 
taming four of the old names of the typical 
Raga-s viz., Rupavatl, Maya-malava-gaula, 
Dhira-s'amkarabharana and Cala-nata, and 
introducing sixty-eight new types with distinc- 
tive new names, in seven of which, the rule 
regarding the Ka-ta-pa-yadi system has not 
been strictly conformed to, as required by the 
following verse of Vara-ruci : “Ka-ta-pa-ya-var- 
ga-bhavair iha pindantair aksarair ankah ; Ne 
ne s'unyam jfieyaip tatha svare kevale kat'hite,” 
which requires the last of the consonants 
occurring in the conjunct consonants to be 
taken into account. These seven names are 
marked with an asterisk, in the alphabetical 
list of names of Raga-s. Govinda, who 
follows Akalahka’s system, when dealing with 
the Laksana-s of his Meladhikara-s, says that 
he gives the characteristics of the KanakSm- 
bari and other Mela-s and, at the end of each 

description, gives the names, Kanaka:ngi, etc., 
of his system. On the face of it, this shows 
that he does not want to depart from the old 
system, but seeks to interpret it in terms of 
his own, so as to enable the reader to get 
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familiarized with his new departure. From 
this it will be patent, that Cl ovinda seeks to 
give prominence to the arrangement of the 
frets of the Vipa with reference to each Mela 
under the old system and gives his nomen- 
clature to the arrangement of frets obtained 
under his formula, which does not necessarily 
imply that he has changed the names of old 
Raga-s and created confusion. 

Having thus devised seventy-two Meladhi- 
kara-s based on. twenty-two S'ruti-s and 
adopted the nomenclature and characteristics 
adopted by Akalahka, Govinda proceeds to 
compose Laksapa-gita-s answering to the 
seventy-two Meladhikara-s and two hundred 
and ninety-four other Raga-s of his times, 
classed as Janya-s under his system, i.e., 
three hundred and sixty-six Laksana-gita-s 
in all." 

Des'aksi, an ancient Raga, which appears under the name f)f 
Saila-des'aksi among Venkata- makhin’s Mela-s, as it conformed 
to the requirements of the thirty-fifth Mela under his system, was 
appropriately enough included by Akalanka as a Janyail under the 
Mela-kartr, Sulini, under his system. Govinda, w’hen composing 
the Laksa^ia-gita of Des^aksi, describes it as a Janya of Hari- 
kambhoji, the twenty-eighth Meladhikara. This is evidently 
due to the change that must have come upon the mode adopted in 
singing the Raga in the days of Govinda, It may also be noted 
in this connection that some Raga-s, e.g,, Saranga, comprised in 
Govinda ’s Laksa^ia-gita-s, are sung at the present day in a mode 
quite different from his original design. Such a change in the 
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If old names appear with a new prefix, it 
is intended for the computation of the Mela 
concerned ; and if new names also appear, it 
is because new Meladhikara-s have to be 
given suitable names. No doubt there may 
be a break with tradition as it obtained in the 
days of S'arhga-deva, Vidyaranya and other 
old writers; but such breaks there have been 
in the past and have to be faced as inevitable 
under the new dispensation, as they are but 
the harbingers of later traditions. As far as 
possible, old traditions have been followed by 
Govinda. It is a mistake to argue that the 
Raga-s of Asta-padi could not be rediscovered 
with the help of the Samgraha-cuda-mani, 
for, none of the old Raga-s have been exclud- 
ed from Govinda’s range of Raga-s. The 
charge that Govinda’s system is based upon 
a mere freak-theory, simply because of its’ 

mode of singing has, no doubt been introduced by musicians of 
recent limes, with a view to refine the older modes and introduce 
desirable improvements In melody. Lovers of music should not 
look upon this feature with any sense of horror, but should only 
welcome it. The range of the Muse of music is as vast as that of 
the ocean and would not permit of artificiar conventions and 
antiquated theories to delimit it. The fullest scope for the play 
of the human intellect should always be afforded, if Indian music 
should continue to be a living art. The realms of knowledge which 
are ever widening would never brook the erection of a China-wall 
around them, so as to confine their limits. 


xxxu 


scrupulously insisting upon fullness both in 
the Arohana and the Avarohana of the Mela- 
dhikara-raga-s, is entirely due to prejudice, 
which would be cured only by bringing 
to bear one’s balanced judgment, as to wheth- 
er fullness or defectiveness is to be the 
criterion in aiming at a scientific system of 
classification. If the old order changeth yield- 
ing place to the new, that should not be 
looked upon as in any way affecting the 
basic principles of any system of music. 
Change is indeed the very basis of life and 
the absence of it will but lead to stagnation 
and ruin. 

It was for a long time known that a certain 
work known as the Sarpgraha-cuda-mani, written 
by Govinda, was in the possession of Manam- 
buc-cavadi Venkata-subba Ayyar, an immediate 
disciple of Tyaga-raja, that it had been copied 
by Maha-vaidya-natha S'ivan and Pattanam 
Subrahmanya Ayyar for their own use, and that 
the disciples of Maha-vaidya-natha S'ivan had 
copied the Raga-laksana portion of the work, 
which is yet available for scrutiny. The editor 
of the present work chanced to get at the cad- 
jan-leaf-manuscriptin the Adyar Library, which 
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he took to the late Mr. C.R. SrinivSsa Ayyangar, 
B. A., who declared it to be Govinda’s Sam- 
graha-cuda-mani, after closely scrutinizing it. 
It was compared by the editor with some of 
the fragmentary manuscripts placed at his 
disposal by Mr. R. Svami-natha Ayyar of 
Palamarneri and other musicians and found 
to tally with them in all respects. Those 
competent to judge the age of cadjan-leaf- 
manuscripts are of opinion, that the Adyar 
Library manuscript, which is in Telugu 
characters and on which this edition is based, 
is not less than a hundred and fifty' years old. 
From the facts mentioned above, we may 
not be far wrong in arriving at the conclusion 
that Govinda lived at sometime not later 
than the latter half of the eighteenth century. 

Mr. M. Ramakrsna Kavi, M.A., of the 
Madras University, was kind enough to place 
in the hands of the editor a Telugu translation 
of this work, which only bears out the fact 
that it must have had such a favourable 
reception by Telugu lovers of the art, that 
a necessity for the translation of the work 
into that language was felt, so as to enable 
those not conversant with Samskrt, to study 
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the work and derive the benefit of the new 
system introduced by the author. 

Barring a few grammatical inaccuracies and 
clerical errors that had crept into the manu- 
script, which the editor has had to set right, 
as far as possible,, the language employed by 
the author is quite chaste and simple and 
leaves little room for adverse criticism, purely 
from the literary point of view. 

The late Messrs. S'ihgaracarjmlu Brothers 
of Madras, who have published works on 
KarnStic music, have extracted all the 
three hundred and sixty-six Laksana-gita-s of 
Govinda and included them in their publica- 
tions, without acknowledging the source where- 
from they have extracted them, thus giving rise 
to an erroneous impression about their author- 
ship. In the English introduction to one of their 
publications, they speak of Govinda-diksita 
of the Tanjore Court as the composer of 
many Laksana-gita-s, evidently mistaking 
Govinda, the author of these Gita-s, as 
Govinda-diksita, the minister of the Tanjore 
Ruler. 

The opinion seems to prevail in some quar- 
ters that the Samgraha-cuda-mani is responsible. 
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for much confusion in the Raga-nomen- 
clature of the Krti-s of Tyaga-raja. When 
Tyaga-raja’s Krti-s came to be published for 
the first time, the editors of these works in 
their anxiety to identify some of Tyaga-raja’s- 
Apurva-raga-s, might have committed mistakes- 
of their own. But it will be thoroughly un- 
fair to attribute the faults of mistaken identi- 
fication on the part of such editors to the 
Samgraha-cuda-mani. To give an instance 
in point, the late S'ihgaracaryulu Brothers,, 
in their earliest publication, the “ Sarvartha^ 
sara-sanigraha,” are said to have given fantastic 
names of their own coinage to some of the 
Apurva-raga-s of Tyaga-raja and that, when 
they published their next book, they had given, 
the names based on the Samgraha-cuda-marii, 
Avhich they had just then discovered and that 
in the wake of Sfihgaracaryulu Brothers later 
publishers have been faithfully copying them, 
without ascertaining the soundness of their 
identification. This view is based altogether 
on an erroneous assumption, for, any one, who- 
looks into the Sarvartha-sara-samgraha, will 
find therein Khara-hara-priya, Hari-kambhoji, 
Natha-bhairavi, S’ulini, S'ubha-pantu-varall,, 


XXXVI 


Varuria-priya, Sena-pati, Surya-kanta and San- 
mukha-priya amongst the Raga-s of some 
•of Tyaga-raja’s Krti-s, which would lead him 
to conclude that S'ihgaracaryulu Brothers 
■could not have coined such names from their 
■own imagination, but had merely taken them 
from the Saipgraha-cuda-mani and other older 
works, wherein alone they occur. Much capi- 
tal is sought to be made by some critics, 
apparently owing allegiance to the old school, 
in the matter of nomenclature, whenever they 
■come upon new names designed to suit later 
systems of classification, forgetting for the 
nonce that these names have to serve a dis- 
tinct purpose and should by no means be 
■considered as devised to confound them. 
The grace of a Raga is by no means lost if, 
•owing to the mistaken interpretation of the 
listener, it is construed as Pratapa-varall and 
not Nata-narayani. 

The “ Bahattara-mela-karta,” which means 
the seventy-two Mela-kartr-s, a Marathi compo- 
sition by Venkata Rau, the Court poet of 
V. Ry. Sakha-ram Sahib, the son-in-law of 
the last Mahratha Ruler of Tanjore and set 
to music and sung by Maha-vaidya-natha 
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S'ivan at the request of that patron of music, 
at his Court, in 1883, is published as an appen- 
dix to the Samgraha-cuda-mam. The reason 
for adopting this course may be briefly noted 
here. From the tabular statement appearing 
in the body of Venkata Rau’s work, under the 
head “ Rudra-vina-yantra,” it will be seen 
that the composer was an adherent of Akalan- 
ka’s system of Svara-s, which he adopts in 
the portion dealing with the Laksana-s of the 
seventy-two Mela-kartr-s immediately follow- 
ing. As Govinda has mainly based his system of 
Meladhikara-s on Akalahka’s and composed 
his Laksana-gita-s to illustrate them, it will 
be apposite, if another composition in the 
Lavani style, illustrative of the seventy-two 
Mela-kartr-s of Akalanka, is appended to 
•Govinda’s work, for purposes of comparison by 
lovers of music. As the setting of the Marathi 
Sahitya to music was the work of Maha- 
vaidya-natha S'ivan, readers of the “ Mela- 
raga-malika ” of Maha-vaidya-natha S'ivan, 
published by the Adyar Library, will note 
that the sets of Svara-s of the Sarnskrt Sahitya 
portion of that work, are identical with those 
•of the Sahitya-s of Venkata Rau’s work. As 
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Maha-vaidya-natha S'ivan did not evidently 
relish the idea of “ Nara-stuti,” the praise of 
a mere man, in musical compositions, he 
seems to have composed his Sainskrt Sahitya 
of the “ Mela-raga-malika ” in praise of Lord 
Pranatarti-hara, his tutelary deity. Venkata 
Rau seems to have been assisted in his Mara- 
thi composition by one Vehkata-rama, as 
acknowledged by him in the work itself. The 
manuscript on which the appendix portion 
is based was in the possession of the late 
Fiddle Vehkoba Rau of Tanjore and secured 
through the kind offices of S'ri P.S. Sundai'am 
Ayyar, B.A., L.T., who also helped the editor 
considerably in editing the Saipgraha-cuda- 
mani. V. Raghavan, M.A., Ph.D., of the 
University of Madras, also rendered valuable 
services in seeing a portion of the Samgraha- 
cuda-mani through the press. The thanks 
of the editor are due in no small measure to 
those two gentlemen. The authorities of the 
Adyar Library have to be thanked by all 
lovers of Karnatic music, for the readiness 
with which they have acceded to the request 
of the editor in bringing out this work as one 
of their publications. 
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In conclusion, I have to thank the editor of 
this work for his having conferred on me the 
privilege of writing this Introduction, which 1 
readily undertook, as it gave me the oppor- 
tunity of paying my tribute to the unostenta- 
tious and valuable services rendered by him in 
the cause of bringing out valuable gems in the 
field of Samskrt Literature. 

Tanjore T. R. S'rinivasa Ayyangar, 

11-6-1938 Retired Head Master, 

Kalyana-sundaram High School. 
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